PASSAGES FROM ARABIA DESERTA
architecture with cornices and columns is twenty-two feet.-I
mused what might be the sleeping riddle of those strange crawling
letters which I had come so far to seek! The whole is wrought in
the rock; a bay has been quarried in the soft cliff, and in the
midst is sculptured the temple-like monument. The aspect is
Corinthian, the stepped pinnacles-an Asiatic ornament, but
here so strange to European eyes-I have seen used in their
clav house-building at Hayil. Flat side-pilasters are as the
limbs of this body of architecture; the chapiters of a singular
severe design, hollowed and square at once, are as all those before
seen at Petra. In the midst of this counterfeited temple-face,, is
sculptured a stately porch, with the ornaments of architecture.
Entering, I found but a rough-hewn cavernous chamber, not high,
not responding to the dignity of the frontispiece: (we are in a
sepulchre). I saw in this dim room certain long mural niches or
foadi; all the floor lies full of driven sand. I thought then, with
the help of a telescope, I might transcribe the epigraph, faintly
appearing in the sun; but the plague of flies at every moment
filled my eyes: such clouds of them, said the Arabs, were because
no rain had fallen here in the last years.
Sultry was that mid-day winter sun, glancing from the sand,
and stagnant the air, under the sun-beaten monuments; those
loathsome insects were swarming in the odour of the ancient
sepulchres.  Zeyd would no further, he said the sun was too
hot, he was already weary.    We returned through the Borj
rocks; and in that passage I saw a few more monuments,
which are also remarkable among the frontispieces at el-Hejr:
and lying nigh the caravan camp and the kelia they are those first
visited by any curious hajjies.  Under the porch of one of them
and over the doorway are sculptured as supporters, some four-
footed beast; the like are seen in none other. The side pedestal
ornaments upon another are like griffons; these also are singular.
The tablet is hsre, and in some other, adorned with a fretwork
flower (perhaps pomegranate) of six petals.  Over a third door-
way ttc effigy of a bird is slenderly sculptured upon the tablet, in
low rdidf, the head yet remaining. Every other sculptured bird of
tbese monraamts we see wrought in high natural relief, standing
a pedestal, sculptured upon the frontispiece wall, which
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